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Ketivn of Birt ths registered in the Province of South Australia, during the Year ented. Deeomber ST, 1861. 
Population. Births. | Deaths, 
District. pars ta See tree | ae ez. 
M F Total M E Total | M. F. Tota?. 

Adelaide .......... 22,284 | 24,006 | 46,290 1,096 1,021 2,117 4°58 606 464 1,070 2°32 
Willunga’ ss. sone 1,932 1,849 3,781 62 69 131 2°50 12 14 26 oy ] 
Yankalilla ........ 1,647 | 1,464] 3,111 51 55 106 53 | 16 27 43 14 
Encounter Bay a 1,345 1,257 2,602 62 60 122 4:7 15 r 22 8 
Strathalbyn 7... .., 2,248 2,622 4,270 156 127 283 67 38 38 76 18 
BObOm hit el Kee © 816 661 1,477 59 77 136 Le 13 7 20 1-4 
Oi so. oe 2,286 1,703 3,989 53 55 108 27 14 5 19 “4 

NVELINPLON 8525 ios comm 491 373 864 5 5 10 1:25 6 a 6 “75 
Moaint Valen goa Pe coe nf | 1,087 1,035 222, 71 53 124 58 28 16 39 18 
Mount Barker! .-s0.c0 se <ice a 1) 1,521 1,529 3,050 65 61 126 4:2 18 17 35 1 
INGisE: Sco Be S12. doibue ce eee 3 188 2,963 6,151 137 115 252 41 42 39 81 13 
Talunga a ee s ohite dae pean 2,216 2,075 4,291 118 119 237 56 26 31 57 13 
Highercombe ....... 00.600. setne 814 766 1,580 44 30 79 5-2 14 8 22 14 
mort Gawler J...50 60. ene ek | 3,018 2,760 | 5,773 66 62 128 2°2 24 14 38 6 
Ceaerord © choca az ace eae (ee 227 847 1,774 1] 18 29 je) 3 2 5 3 
DAEDARB oaks sn sloketints Roscoe ae | 3,856 3,678 7,534 134 120 254 33 35 24 59 7 
MmcabtOny s.. alin sacah Lee \ \2,050 1,968} 4,018 119 122 241 6: 28 17 45 11 
<Q Kapunda .,...... Bi deie 3,127 2,846 5,973 112 85 197 3:3 35 39 74 12 
SUCRE te ete ol a crtpcetad 1,404 1,164 2,568 55 68 123 49 15 16 31 3:2 
UTED eng ' arsig «dca act et 5,520} 2918] 6,438 27; 194 411 6-4 61 52 113 17 
OS cep teg ada <5 Awe 2 8,865 { 2,978! 6,843 127 107 234 3:4 36 22 58 ‘8 
PNGHPEN Res fe caee cs 789 432 1,221 25 24 49 41 6 2 8 oy | 
a a ea 622 488 1,110 23 31 54 49 9 6 15 14 

| £5,048 | 61,782 126,830 2,868 2,683 5,551 4°378 1,095 867 1,962 1546 
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| 9 17 | 20 
Adelaide ......... 228 {188 |416 | 82 | 71 |153 | 29 | 21 | 50} 20] 15} 35 | 17 | 15] 32] 14] 16] 30 g9| 4/13) 8711 | 19} 20) 19) 39 ; 
Willunga 7 5 | 12 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 
Yankalilla... 7 E219 2H oS ae hee 1 1/1 fisl en i | 
Encounter Ba 7 De aE as me 3 Ay 5 2 4 9 
Strathalbyn... AAA, | OL) Gb eae) 28th Ot Saw ouiog OieeaioN a || 5 4)\ 02 2 cE sl St pee act 
Robe ..,..., 5} 5] 10] 2 » 1 1 Aten 
Gray irae GA Dig 2 Ar ee) ey a | 1 1 1 9 
Wellington .. 1 1 = 1) 243 1 a ag pe 
Morphett Vale . yA) ir Fe We ES Ae Wg Bl Ba 3 3 Are . 2 
Mount Barker 9} 6/15} 2) 3] 5) 1} 1] 2 1) 1 ba Roa l 4 
Nairne ...., 1S BC Is ae Ye WP Ul (2 fe 2) 2) 8) 4) 7) 2 a Per ) 
Talunga... 1) EUs Te (ak Ea hoe np ry Pr aco Beak 2) 2) 2) 931 5 Bee ; ! 
Highercombe 4 4} 38; 3] 6] 1 1 14 Ape Trae) al 2) 2 hale ome 
Port Gawler.. Ee Wie’ pit | Ne A ‘ 3] 3 1 1 
Crawford i 1 i 1 1 2| 9 1 1 
Barossa ..... a 20 1 a 2 GU ag tO! Pte on Paes 3 3 1 | 9 o] 9 
Angaston | 9/20] 3] 2] 5 1 {gl 3{ 1] 4 2) 2 2 | 1 1 2 
Kapunda 135[ 24/987.) at) AO Tl ON pa aH A NPs a Rise a Pie Ae ae i oa et 
Gilbert Bile Ge Oh On MS) ot stl | See fm Ha Ve: tS V3 at Dive2ay hh | 1 Tego Bil eating Nee 
Burra .., 29 | 24 | 53 2 7 | 16121) ea heed 1 1 Ehez Dis ; Hie ; ; 3 Palbeb 
Clare ... 7} 6] 23 | Dui He 2 oa hie’ if! 
Flinders Al) OV Se Dehra icant 
cle |e eo eR olan 1] 1 ne ss Le 
135 |svd |soo 143 121 [264 52 35 | 87 | 31 | 28| 59 28 | 29 | 57 | 35) 35 | 70) 19 | 11 | 30 15 | 21 | 36] 31 | 33 | G4 | 34 | 36 | 70 
pee EE Pee 2 IAP : 5 
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ar <a re Ne Hee Se a ah sa lige b a=u| 7 ° 36 | 31 | 33 
+ All Causes 435 | 365| 8001143 1291} 964] 52] 35 | 87 | 31] 28 | 59 | 28] 29 a7 35 39 7 19°} 11 al ai ge : 
Specified © "147.1353 | 780 [140 191 261| 50 | 34 | 84 | at | 24 | 55 | 28 | 98 | 56 | 35] 34] 69] 18] 11 | 29] 12 20S a 
Classes. | By, . 7 3) 7) a Saar ag 
TeliMymotic Disersesi-y cise riick. 158} 130] 288] 75 | 63 | 138] 25 | 24 | 49 | 20) 23] 43] 21] Is | 39) 17 | 20) 37) 4) 8) 7 4| 6110|10) 6 
II. | Constitutional Diseases AG sittin) Corel a Aah eral: ho 6 > ae te th 5) 2 tea eee iw litl 7 
IIL] Local Diseases... .. sas. 198} 98 }924] 37 95 | 63] 12] 7] 19] 8 a acc a ef) eM De a ee ee 
IV.| Developmental Dise 122] 1151237) 20 | 91 | 41 2) 3] 5 | 1 2 1 3 a 3 eee pe oP nc. 
Wen|@Vtolent Deathss,, fuel less stiscccs. BAe |e Re ees eG: |e al ms 3 Weare MS a | al 2) fea ve Ag) Rr ha pied aot || ag 
2 0 de Sas: ji Kina el F a és 
Top ary 157] 122/279] 74 | 63 |137| 25 | 24 | 49 | 20 | 22) 4.21) 18] 39) 17) 20) 37) 4) 3) 7] 4) 5) 9] 8) 12 
2 Ci 
3. Dietic Diseases ! 
4. Parasitic Diseases 1 Banas wel 1 1 l 
IL. | 1. Diathetic Diseases...cccccscsssecsceeseee. calles 2B dis Ol alia 2 7 ee 1} 2 i bi! 
2. Tubercular Diseases..........c0.c000..- 13:)10s83 |) Beh Fedo | 4 4 2 Phy WS! eae nell oa ae 
III] 1. Diseases of nervous System: ears. 76 | 49 1195/16/14] 30] 3] 8] 6] 2 2s) = Tes ane a timen DA Sra 
2. Diseases of org ins of cireulatio at 4 1 1 1 Se 2 2 9 1) 2a teeoleee 
3. Diseases of respiratory organs ...... 31 8h 69 (=15 |g ings 41 4 (8a) 6 Bi) a aay Asap cell wall aol 
4. Diseases of digestive organs . 17 | 12 | 29 5 4 9 cy 4 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 
5. Diseases of urinary organs 
6 Diseases of organs of gener: ation . 
7. Diseases of organs of locomotion . a: 1 1 1 1 
8. Diseases of integumentary system 3 3 
IV | l. Dev. Diseases of Children ......... .. 27 | 82 | 59 | 17 | 17 | 34 le 
2. Dev. Diseases of Adults .... 
3 Dev. Diseases of Old People s 
4, Diseases of nuirition............00....... Con eel hilecra ees (Peete eral fale fa Ty 2a INI ag 
IWeaibles Acoidenbes 2 ha nonin tte eco: 9 Oi wou har, Siva | calles |i masta bee les | ee die wean Ie luaorioal ] 
2. Violent Deaths, not classed Hits as ype yal 2} 2 2 Sel eh | tea a We ea) Pia em 
Sudden Deaths, causes unascertained 1 
Causes not specified ..........csseceseeeeee 8| 12190] 3 EAN Mae) NM has 4] 4 ale Tee Uae 
Order 1. 
I, | Measles ......... Ue L299 24130) see Mea TON TGs 3) fo 8 Tale enol Saat GN le peal 
Searlatina . ] 1 ] 1 
Diphtheria LO SISOS Da 25s at ods Ou BMH arog UE Gel, wally ga Load Shilo taal eo Deel 
Quinsy . Tee eas ee Dat aloes 1 
Croup. Ly) Ps a tas Ve is Ag 3 i) SR ef Ye Ma any 1 
Hooping-cough 6 | 13] 19 7 | oht By] PD 4 if Lihaee il Trjm 2 
— | Typhus ......... 1 TG iE PO ps Su Roth STA p ea) IM e8o) arS.1n Waa Dl sap ail 
Erysipelas bo ; : PN : 
Influenza UD 34 1 Meife 2) ; e, 
Dysentery Seo Leese <Ohl -o eye. 114) 58} 1) eee aH FR ay 5] 92 2] 4 
Diarrhoea 36. | 45 | 101] 21 | 13.| 34 1 f 
Cholera 2a ae 
Remittent Fe AN Sy 12951 e-9e) eee 1a a2 2 3p esele we BB NN Yh | a: 
Rheuinatism 
Order 2. 
SYDRUIG: c5 siaracstelaas 
Stricture of Urethra . 
Order 3. 
Privation 
Delirium Tremens 
Intemperance ..... 
BABE Saal 1 
Lila 
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hi 
Beal chs fh lesa 
‘ 214] 9 Pi ses 3 1 4 a3 OF |e 
Hydrocephalus en PANY 0 Pals Glee 1 1 1 B ? 
Order 1. | 
EE Oe nnalitisatcss sccscsesced 1 1 1 
Men ngitis . 
Apoplexy 
Paralysis 1 1 
Insanity : 
Epilepsy 1 iT 1 1 
Convulsions 69} 40 }109) 9] 71} 316] 2] 1) 81 ft 1 2S ST aa) Mee Pee aha) 
Brain Disetse,, eh ape. aces 6S ts 7 fz 14 i a ty) 1 1 3 2| 5 it ] 
Pericarditis 
Aneurism ... 
Heart Kees a Mier | 1 ] 1] 2] 9 2 V4) eyal eo) 129 
NePUN DEUS rors sce Renae cee MOMs ace UO yeO es fee 1) od 1 1 
Bronchitis i aa ct SIA ea 1 Bed 3 a sad Fev 7) (or 4 ble VIO al aes} 
Pleurisy... ; 
Preumonia Ae 8} 1 8] 1 2 2 
72 he) 07 ee ' oe . 2 f i oH tas | 
Lung Disease, &. . | 77E S81 100} SARI 6 1 Mes Fs | 1 Oh. 
ot ee oe 
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Me} FS jw. | pe Bim) Fr SNe 2 u. | F. |= M. | F. s Me Re eof MeN Pe ey Mel | OS | mu. [F.| me MPI M ve a 
Sf — 
39 | 20 | 50 | 21] 12] 33] 20]16 35/22] 9]31]}19] 3/22/25] 5/30] 9] 8 faz 3 | 1 4 2) 7} 9} 2/1) 3/2 |2 UN ey 
1 L Bile 1 
Ihe ee payee) at ] Ie 
Wes 3 Tet itl ; hee 
13 S28 aes eee f.2 alte Files 2 D) 1] 1 ip 4 
2 Pes 1 1 | | | 
Tid ite wat i| 2 2 2 2 Halt 
1 1 1 1 1 ] | | 
Py fh l ts eiiks ; eat 
1 18h ne etal: 1 ! 
2 Oui setiee ts tS Pa Mh pos oe i Pe 1 1 Tiel ii 
ae Ys eee Pieris ry a wh aig Taal ove 25(0e8 
A Th |e Sule pis Tele 1 : , ; 
1 1 ] ral a 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 Tae 
4 4} 1 Wl cba lhe 1 1 
1 1 ) 2 Tiliot 2 } ae] 1] 2 1 
2 De akties D4 2am mete Le eee elf ath 
1 1 js 1 Th ia aay Bi 
Fane aac laa LlmCoeenEGHe ze Malrrs lm 2 Sif. Te tees Tie 
9 L| 3.) 2 Toh 33 | 22, FU ps fo me § 1 Pal 2 
2 2 
Tells Fad Od ae Ti a ha Teel Mle 1 
“ai | 28] 79 | 89) 24] 63 | 31] 27 58] 42] 18 | 60] 26 | 14] 42] 96] inj 47} a7 |12f29) 7} 512] 7] ar fas) 2fay a fey faa) fay 9} 2 | 11 
See SI Ne ROE SUS ho a i et ST SRN OR SSL 0 NL 
of Suuth Australia, during the Yvar ened D cember 31st, 1861. 
30 | 35 40 45 50 55 | 60 65 7U 2 TOTALS. 
a eeeehe se : r Rf 
u.lre[eiule|siulr | siete] 3 3 |M. 3 |u s M. | F. Total. 
“gi | 36 | 70 | at | 28 | 79 | 39 | 26 | 63 | a | 27 | 58 60 | 28 12 2 1095 | 867 | 1962 
34 | 36 | 70 | 48 | 23] 7L | 34} 22 | 56} 29 | 25) 54 57 | 27 40 ni 1061 |- 828 | 1889 
Bala hers Sater) li 4. [86 alee teas) eo roles 9 358 | 323| 681 
10, 1 |, 22 | 12 Ol 2 Ly a 15 | 26 8 ti i Is 18 8 10 122 96 218 
14/16] 3.}18] 5] 23] 12] 3] 15] 18] 13 | 31 22] lu 14 347 | 224] 571 
5| 5 Sis 114i 5 2) 2 1] 2 3 161 | 173} 335 
aiee del, Tae 10] 4 Ae 2) bh sd 9} 4 4 73 11 84 
4/ 3/7] 4] 6/10] 5 5| Ll #i 5 6h 2 8 347 | 314] 661 
2 2} 1 1 3 8 
z 2 Vy ha i! 6 6 
2 9/ wu 
Pie eoaeoneene oid | 8: |2.| Bi) s 8'| 2 3 2 99} 23] 52 
10/10] 20/10] 6/16] 9] 14} 23] 6] 2} 8 1] 6 7 l 93| 73] 166 
PO Fed lek hal aed aes 2 2| 4] 5| ot g| 4 4 136} 93] 229 
Se ot can fb eye) Tg el 7 a a ah 3| 2 3 32} 20] 52 
AG TO eta nze| 9 2 Oslo [os 4 6} 1 2 l 98] 73) 171 
Sy Peagl eos | wok (ie CF WA a, 3] 3 4 1 66 33 99 
j 1 eee (ag 1 I 1 7 2 9 
Ie} 4 1 1 l 1 2 
I 4 1 5 
vf 3 1 4 
45] 50| 95 
4] 4 31.18 2) 2 18) gd il 18 1g 
1 : cs 6 10 
Tier 1] 2] 3 LP a 2 3 l 112] 100] 212 
4 4117 TAN i a 1 5] 1 1 36 6] 42 
125 Pe el ee Wy Babee. a |e 2 4| 3 3 37 5 42 
7 2 2 2 1 rt 1 6 2 8 
DHEED | MGshi Steel On feeahe stl» 4 2 a 1 28 37 65 
ills a 55] 56] 111 
2 2 
: i 35] 31] 66 
4 1 5 
34] 41 75 
* 14 24 38 
El 4 1 2| 2 ? 1 1 1 2 19 16 35 
lela 1 5 4 9 
: 3 3 6 
1 ped 1 ae 2 3 74| 42] 116 
Piet} i2 ti) 79| 63) 142 
1 3 4 
Toleeale Meets ed | 5 1} 1 Tulsd 2 18} 28] 46 
1 tip 2 2a 1 4 2 6 
iy teagt 1 2 2 
1 1 1 1 
l 1 : 1 3 3 
: 1 1 
1 1 1 1 2 2 
2 Sy) 10 
1 1 
Vp ey BPR ape wh a8 hea : : 
6.) 2 2 1) 1}2 1) ial 18 18 26 
¥ ] al 1 1 1 1 Bie 3 2 6 4 10 
1). 4 i 5 
4 1 1 
yee) al : 2 4 6 
41] 9119]10] 6} 16] 9/14] 23] G] 2] 8 10| G 7aialil eletelalil ta 79| 58 | 137 
12] 10} 22° 
1 1 ml 5 1 : 
1 Wiez 2 Daal, yal TUT se) 7 2 9 
1 1} 2 aaa at 9 a| 3 1|2 2} {ili 7 5} 12 
1 1 2 
| 5a aly Ped 1 1 i “ : ; 
85 | 52] 137 
dy | Ml Ne ‘Wl ieag! fea) Pehle aoa rf2t1} s]il fa 31 | 291 60 
: ; 1 \ 1 1 a s 
3 3 
3} 2) 5 A a ogc eR MY Salve oa 1/4) |4 983] 20 48 
1 
4 2 6 
Bie Ld 1 s inlet ail} 2} {ili 34| 30| 64 
2) 4.) 6 aes 1 1 D} 
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3 ath Ll 2 2 pried ha? 1 l 25 li 36 
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Hernia 
Intussusception ... 
Stricture of Intestines 
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1 1 9 
Tdundico tees. Plply oultgs 1 l 
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Sudden Deaths, causes unascertained 
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Return of Deaths registered in the City of Adelaide 
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Australia, during the Year ented December 31st, 1861 (continued). 
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~— during the Months of the Year ended December 31st, 1861. 
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ek Chief Secretary’s Office, Adelaide, March 5, 1862, 
HE: following Report by the Registrar-Genera 
AL oof Births, Marriages, and Deaths, is published for 
general infurmation. : 
G. M. Watrernouse, Chief Secretary. 


Sir—I have the honor to forward a report relative to the 
registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the Province 
of South Australia. 

At the outset, I may remark, that the smallness of the 
present population begets caution in deducing generalities, or 
in relying upon averages; these being of value, in connection 
with the subject of report, where large numbers and extensive 
tracts of coantry are concerned. Even in such cases as these 
last, generalizations from facts afforded by statistics may be 
erroneous; 2s when is deduced from them a ground of belief, 
that, over a certain extent of country, and in a given popu- 
lation, and on a comparison of periods, limited or extensive, 
and conveniently chosen, it is of necessity that tine recurrence 
of deaths, from certain causes, always, by an invariable rule, 
bears the same relative proportion. If such be true, it might 
be further legitimately deduced, that progress in the moral 
condition of peoples cannot be made; that there can be no 
advance of medical science; and that the use of sanitary 
precautions would ever be valueless. Such would leave man 
in the condition of being very little more than * a calculating 
machine.” 

In reference to South Australia, there must be also taken 
into account, that its state of population to the present time 
from its commencement, affords no rule of measurement ex- 
isting in older countries. Ages and periods of life abounding 
in these last have been almost altogether wanting here. The 
number above the middle term of life has been small. It is 
not late in life that many undertake tu emigrate trom a 
country in which they have been settled hitherto, and with 
which are their associations, to another distant and untried, 
with the risk of learning by experienze that they have taken 
a step too late for retrieval. 

Moreover, the age of the Province, as yet, is not sufficiently 
advanced to have produced this class. Another quarter of a 
century must elapse before there can be any great increase of 
it; still more, before old men, ‘sons of its soil,” can form a 
legitimate integral part of the population. 

So, also, the:numerical relation of that portion. which is in 
infancy and childrood, to the rest of the population must be 
different from what exists in countries long settled; that is, 
the relative proportion must be greater. 

Time, however, is producing its due fruit. This is evi- 
denced by a simple but significant fact. Now, occasionally, 
appears at the office of the Registrar, one requiring a certified 
copy of the registration of his own birth, whicn had happened 
twenty-one years. since. It is to such as this that we can 
most confidently look to furnish us, in coming years, with 
statistical data sufficiently reliable. 

The time is speedily approaching when greater good than 
our experience has yet, found in the history of this people, 
may be looked for. ‘The South Australi. as such, is to be- 
come more and more prominent. and to ocevpy a position in 
the sccial scale, continually extending and increasing in im- 
portance. ‘ The stuff” that South Australia is made of, will 
be better known during the next ten yexrs. A more fixed 
relation will be established b tween the land and its ewn 
people. The bindings to the soil wili not be so loose as they 
have been; and the place of birth and growth, not—to that 
time—once dissociated, will continue to be attractive. and, on 
that account. above all ordinary inducement to forsake it. 

The kind of man will be more app rent: such as may be 
produced by climatic influences—by a climate peculiar in 
itself; and so appear whether the man and the country in 
which he abides are to harmonize. A fairer estimate of the 
place, as a place to live in, will be made. ‘The antecedents 
to vards forming such, will not have to be pushed back be- 
yond limits, other than shall be found in South Australia 
itself. That is, whatever there may be of good or bad will 
be exclusively of its own producing; there will be no priority 
of conditions, or habits of life to be taken into accouut. 

Not, however, that we are precluted feom anricipating 
good resulting from such varieties. slight as they may be, of 
races, who have made this land their dwelling-place. ‘Ihese 
are sufficiently near to be mutually attracted; sufficiently 
distant to allay the fear of eventual extinction, 


To deduce anything of a psychological character from 
these premises miy be beyond the preavince of a Ke: vistrar- 
General, as such now is: but, in a few words, it may be sug- 
gested. that the diversilies spoken of in the natnval and the 
physiological may eventually so comb:ne and harmonize and 
work tovether, as to issue in a growth of mind that shall 
come behind none in the future progress of nations, 

As a further deduction, which | would but incidentally 
point out, we may regard the political prospects of South 
Australia as among the best. The condition, in this respect, 
available to the many is, apparently, as favorable as may be. 
They have within reach, what our forefathers never dieamt 
of; or what a mere speculatist, is it was supposed, alone 
ventured to see dimly in the far distance. ‘That such a con- 
dition is not fully appreciated by the larger number, is nothing 
to be swprised at. Rome was not built ina day. Some may 
understand, from a comparison ot the present with the past, 
the meaning of * liberty.” to the extent of its comprehending 
“ being let alone.” Some may trouble themselves but little 
about it, as finding but little difference» between their present 
and past passivity. For the appreciation of Il berty, in its 
highest sense, as real and active, it must be thoughtfully ap- 
prehended. For the thought, there must be education. 
There must be the determined effort to l iy aside the prone: ess 
to inaction. The will must be inclined not mercly to allow 
of good being done to self—beginning and ending in selfish- 
ness; but look beyond, and act upon the principle, that the 
duty of the citizen of the state comprehends the whole within 
it; even to that extent that self shall be denied, when the 
state demands it. hat the liberty of this our adopted 
country has not been abused, may be owing to the concition 
of thcse upon whom it has come. The light may have been 
too bright for its being clearly seen. But that there has been 
nothing of surprise is to be looked upon as an advantage. 
That the realization of a previous ideal has carried none into 
excess—the opposite of liberty. —is due to its having been a 
growth, quick and sudden at the last: but yet from a distant 
beginning agrowth. ‘The politica! constitution of the country 

enceforth is to be a matter of course, as if none other ever 
had been, or could have been. As within it, the prospect for 
good, for advancement. is open and alike for all, as it has 
been one of choice. and not thrust upon us by another, there 
is no fear but that there will be continually growing within 
it enough, of the conservative clement to insure its stability ; 
which will also be further developed by the increase in 
number of the property-class; and enough of individualism 
and the responsibility of manhood kept alive by universal 
suffrage. Finally, we shall arrive at that state, pointed out 
by Lord Brougham, in his * British Constitution,” as every 
way desirable: where no class shall be left alone in the 
asendant; where each and all shall be fully represented; and 
where the representation shall originate in sources. or classes, 
suffic’ ‘ently distinct, as to insure independence in its separate 
determinations. 

The above has been written, because, as Registrar, I can- 
not have the numbering of the people, without having forced 
upon me at the same time the thought of who. and what they 
are. I cannot look upon the registers of marriage and birth, 
without respect to a future intimately cunnected with what is 
there recorded; or even upon the registers of death, without 
there being suggested a loss or a gain, associated with what 
is therein written; or the possibility of an event therein noted 
being a power pregnant with future weal or woe. Within 
the limits recognized above, ** Nihil humani a me alienum 
puto.” 

The agency made use of in collecting the information Ter 
quired in this office, consists of a Registrar- General and 
Deputy Registrar; twenty-three District Registrars, and sixty- 
four Registration Agents. As the Registrars and Agents are 
placed throughout the country, wherever there is the least 
likelihood of their being required, and the sole emolument 
of the last arises from fees paid by the Gov ernment, accordin 
to the extent of the information given, there is the ea 
probability that the registers dv not contain much lose than 
the whole truth. 

There must be also an acknowledgment of indebtedness to 
gentlemen of the Medical Profession. ‘hese, from the first, 
have willingly contributed towards the obtaining of correct 
statistics of disease, by furnishing. when required, certificates 
of the causes of death. We shall try to afford to them, in 
return, a collection of facts calculated to assist them in the 
future application of their science. 


.' Clergymen, Officiating Ministers, ke., also give their as- 
sistance. In consequence of a complaint originally.ma:e. by 
them, they have been authorized to demand from persous mar- 
tied a fee, one-half of which has to be sent to the Government, 
the other retained by them, as emolument for the services they 
render. The services that the Marriage Act require are of 
the utmost importance, affecting the testimony to the legality 
of marriages, and legitimacy of offspring. ‘They are of value 
according to the particularity and correctness iof, the state- 
ments furnished. From what here has been, done and left 
undone, much trouble may arise in the future. ‘The only 
effectual remedy is in separating the civil part of marriage 
from the religious, in the, Government appointing its own 
agents to secure the rizht performance of the civi! marriage; 
and in enacting that the evidence of such having been con- 
tracted shall be sufficient for all legal purposes connected 
with marriage.. Constitutional. consistency requires this. Re- 
Jigion is separated from the State. Therefore, ministers of 
religion, as such, should not be employed to carry into effect 
what must be connected with the State, as such. As a re- 
ligious ast, the State has no right to interfere, with it; asa 
civil act, ministers of religion, none. What exists in France 
should be adopted here. According to the Gode Napoleon, 
“The marriage shall be celebrated publicly before. the civil 
officer;” and * no person shall be at liberty to claim the title 
of spouse, and the civil consequences, of marriage, !unless 
upon the production of an act of celebration inscribed upon 
the register of the civil power.” , ne 
. The number of births registered in 1861 was 5.551; and 
of deaths, 1,962. The increase to the population was 3,589. 
The number otf births registered in the year was less by seven- 
teen than 1860; by 187 than in 1859; and by 121 than in 
1858. 

A large decrease will be seen on a comparison of the nnm- 
ber of deaths registered in !86t with that registered in 1860; 
that in 1861 being 1,962; that in 1860 being 2,386; thus 
showing a decrease fo the extent of -374. From which mast 
be inferred either of the two—that the past year was unusually 
healthy; or that in that immediately ‘preceding it disease was 
unusually fatal. The last seems to be legitimately inferred 
from a reference to the registered deaths in.1859, which 
show that the deaths in 1861 were more numerous than in 
that year by thirty-eight. There must, however, and in ad- 
dition, be a modification of the above, required by the fact 
of there having been an increase of the popul.tion. sinte the 
commencement of 1859 to the present time, of 8,112; the 
surplus of births over deaths. 

The relative per centage of births and deaths registered 
during a considerable period may be seen from the annexed 
table compiled from the census returns of the year mentioned. 

On a comparison of the above statistics with those afforded 
by the report of the Registrar-General of England last 
received, namely that of 1858, it will be seen that South 
Australia, in the reproductiveness of the human species, is 
somewhat in advance, as therein is stated, that the mean 
birth-rate of twenty-one years was 3-285; while, during the 
seventeen years, to which we can here refer, the birth-rate 
has not been under four. 

To account for this, tie following must be considered: 
—That. asa rule, a country but newly colonized. has in its 
population but a small proportion of the elements that so 
injuliously abound ir countries that have been long inhabited; 
that the immigrant is in full maturity of -age and health, and 
is vigorous in body and mind; and that in:the continued 
residence in the land he has:adopted, he can find peace and 
plenty; poverty and its consequent ft ebleness are wanting; 
the means of subsistence can be always reached by labor; and 
the social condition longed for of ola as: being the best, 
where there is neither poverty nor-riches, may be the gain of 
all. Further, any considerable decline of years and old age 
are wanting. ‘The place is hardly yet old enough {o-the old, 
They form but-a small’ part of the population; so that cin 
making an estimate like the present, it must be vorne in 
mind, that our num: er, in this respect, is not an equivalent 
of the whole number of more advanced countries, where a 
large proportion has grown into improductiveness—contri- 
buting nothing to the per centage of births. 

_ The cause of the decrease in the actual numbers of births 
registered in 1861, compared with: immediately preceeding 
years, I may not be expected to look for. ‘The decrease, 
indeed, is s) small. as seemingly. to be significant of nothing 
further thaa the bare fact of a decrease. But the laws of 


’ 


progress point to this—that, as a general rule, poanlanons is 
on the increase. Other rules may interpose to modify this, 
such as frequent inter-marriages exclusively \ ih na limite d 
class,. war, devastation of countries, &c., Be. but such do 
not exist here. There should have been in the year, not 
only an actual increase in the population in number, but the 
increase itself in each year, relatively to the ninler of the 
people, should be greater than any 1 ¢ rd-d in a previous 
year. Jt is not even at a standstill —it ihe decreased. The 
element of increase has been wanting. The unproductive 
ages of infancy and childhood may have abounded: but may 
not you'h and the middle-aged have been wanting? ‘The in- 
crease by growth to the middle aged may have been small— 
the supply not equal to the demand, if their numerical pro- 
gress was looked for. May not the immigrant have been 
required to supply a deficiency which Nature indeed has been 
striving hard to do, but which she has not had time to ac- 
complish? 

Of the births registered from 1851 to 1860, those of males 
exceeded those of females by 1,146; but the number of 
deaths of males during the same period, was 1.352 in excess 
of those of females; so that the relative numbers of those 
living are thus expressed, as far as the registers can state 
—males, 13.587. females, 13,793: givine an exccss in the 
increase of females above males t» the whole population, 
of 206. 

In 1861 the number of births of males is greater than that 
of females by 185, while, on the other hand. the deaths of 
males are greater by 229, giving an addition of 44 females 
more than males to the population. There is nothing to be 
inferred from the fact, that the greater number. both of births 
and deaths, is amongst males, as comparison is everywhere 
excluded, bunt in that of births and deaths, and of sexes, the 
deaths includiig all ages. 

A reference to the table before given, and also to the 
death statistics afforded by the Reyisirar-General of England, 
will give this fact, that the average rate of death in this 
Province is less than that in England; that in the last for 
twenty-one years being 2°236 per cent. per annum: that in 
the first not reaching to 2 during the period therein recorded. 

For the present I must defer the consideration of diseases 
and their characteristics; of any peculiarities that may in 
them be here developed; in what manner they have been 
introduced— whether as inherent in their subjects, and thus 
brought from other countries, or originated and consummated 
in South Australia itself, being none other than amongst the 
thousand ills that flesh is heir to; the relations that they 
exhibit to ages, conditions, times, and seasons, temperature, 
and locality; also the subject of the appearance amongst us 
of epidemics. Marriages will have to be considvred—w hether 
abounding in any one class more than anothcr, or whether this 
can be elicited—that no well-defined class-boundaries exist, 
but that classes merge one into another; and that, as yet, there 
is one general class- level; individuals, either above or below 
it, not being sufficiently numerous to make the exception ; 
and to what extent marriages are affected by wiges. prices of 
ene &e. ‘The statistics of the City of Adelaide will 
be better referred to when another year shall allow of a 
comparative estimate being made. 

I have, &c., 
Joun F. CLeLann, 
Registrar-Gencral of Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 


To the Honorable the Chief Secretary. 
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